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Green Cross Australia Submission:  

Queensland Government climate change strategy 
 

Background  

Green Cross Australiaôs mission is to foster a global values shift towards a secure and sustainable future. 

In Australia our work focuses on the challenges of adapting to a changing climate and related 

opportunities for mitigation. The comments in this submission relate to our focus areas of work. 

 

Green Cross Australia areas of work 

We focus on two areas of while promoting sustainable consumption and behavior. They are: 

 

ü Preparing for rising sea levels including regional humanitarian and development challenges, the plight 

of the Torres Strait, and insurance and security matters. A snapshot of our action plan for the next 

three to five years can be found at: http://www.greencrossaustralia.org/our-work/preparing-for-sea-

level-rise/sea-level-rise-action.aspx  

 

ü Preparing for an increase in extreme weather events, and rebuilding green infrastructure in the wake 

of disasters. Our ñExtreme Weather Heroesò campaign involves building a large national youth social 

network supporting emergency volunteering (see project overview at: 

http://www.greencrossaustralia.org/media/116494/extreme%20weather%20heroes%204%20novemb

er.pdf) and will be launched nationally in January 2009 with our corporate partners the Nova radio 

network, Virgin Blue, and Channel Ten. 

 

Green Cross Australia aims to create a powerful link in the public mind between climate change as an 

issue, and extreme weather and expanding oceans as the consequence of increasing greenhouse 

emissions. The Australian community has established a clear link between climate change and the 

drought, but extreme weather, which could galvanise greater action, remains a tenuous link to 

greenhouse in the public mind. We aim to change that with our Extreme Weather Heroes campaign and 

our focus on coastal protection in the Torres Strait. 

 

Focus of this submission 

The first two sections of this submission provide context, and the third makes recommendations. 

1. Increasing extreme weather poses a significant risk to Queensland 

2. Our capacity to respond to these events is fragile partly because the community is not yet 

motivated by the connection between extreme weather and climate change 

3. Policy measures and actions by the Queensland government can increase community 

resilience and deliver inspirational mitigation outcomes in the aftermath of severe storms and 

floods. Partnerships between business, government and the community are vital to make this 

happen. 

http://www.greencrossaustralia.org/our-work/preparing-for-sea-level-rise/sea-level-rise-action.aspx
http://www.greencrossaustralia.org/our-work/preparing-for-sea-level-rise/sea-level-rise-action.aspx
http://www.greencrossaustralia.org/media/116494/extreme%20weather%20heroes%204%20november.pdf
http://www.greencrossaustralia.org/media/116494/extreme%20weather%20heroes%204%20november.pdf
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1. Increasing severe weather poses a risk to Queensland 
 

ñThermal inertiaò is a scientific concept which explains why it takes 35 years for the concentration of CO2 

particles in the atmosphere to translate into weather patterns on earth.
1
  

 

Bearing in mind the steady increase in CO2 parts per million in the atmosphere and Al Goreôs famous 

Inconvenient Truth hockey stick, consider the following four information points to focus the mind on 

Queenslandôs extreme weather risk: 

 

IPCC trendline data from the GRIDA database          Munich Re worldwide incident data  

 

 
 

Bureau of Meteorology cyclonic activity data
2
          Southerly movement cyclonic risk to SEQ 

 

 

                                                 
11

 For a discussion about thermal inertia see this interview between the ABCôs Robyn Williams and Professor Nate 

Lewis from the California Institute of Technology: http://www.abc.net.au/rn/science/incon/stories/s1574960.htm  
2
 Source: http://www.bom.gov.au/cgi-bin/silo/cyclones.cgi  

 

5Green Cross, Brisbane, 30 August 2008

Number of significant natural catastrophes, global

 

Economic impact if Queensland cyclones 
move further south

ÅIf TC Dinah (1967, Cat 3) took place 

today, but only 100-150km further 

south, it would affect Brisbane, 

Gold Coast & Sunshine Coast.

ÅMunich Re estimated that potential 

insured losses would be US$8-14 

billion (2006)

(Source: Munich Re, Topics Geo

Natural Catastrophes 2006)

TC ñDinahò Jan ïFeb 1967

 

http://www.abc.net.au/rn/science/incon/stories/s1574960.htm
http://www.bom.gov.au/cgi-bin/silo/cyclones.cgi
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2. Preparing for extreme weather  
 

A community capacity building challenge 

 

Australiaôs emergency management system relies on volunteers to reach its maximum surge capacity, but 

the system is under stress due to and aging volunteer population and the increasing impacts of climate 

change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Australiaôs emergency management system relies is designed to cope with 1-in-200 year events and to 

reach its peak ñsurgeò capacity, our 500,000 strong emergency volunteer base working with 18 NGOs 

nationally comes into play. A significant portion of this large base is inactive, and the average age of the 

active base exceeds 50 years.  

 

When 40,000 volunteers joined 8,000 paid emergency staff to respond to Cyclone Larry, volunteers were 

literally popping heart pills on the planes north.  

 

Green Cross Australiaôs Extreme Weather Heroes campaign is designed to use powerful social 

networking sites and tools (Facebook, Myspace, Youtube, Flickr, Twitter etc) in partnership with 

Australiaôs largest youth media networks (Nova, Channel Ten) to inspire young people to get involved 

with emergency volunteering and to help rebuild green communities after the floods, fires, storms and 

cyclones hit Australian communities. We have attached an overview of the Internet hub we are building 

with support from the Virgin Blue staff ñRed Jetò Foundation. 

 

Our aim is to foster a generational shift in emergency volunteering because despite the rumors, we think 

Gen Y (and Gen X/Z) are socially motivated in a singular way by climate change and want to contribute, 

albeit on a spontaneous or episodic way. The Red Cross and Volunteering Queensland are exploring new 

models for engaging with young volunteers and their expertise features strongly in the development of our 

campaigns. Much work is needed to encourage large, established emergency NGOs like the SES and 

Red Cross to find new ways of engaging with young people, and we are working closely with these NGOs 

to achieve change. 

 

 
ñThe emergency management sector is at the forefront of climate impacts. Scientists 

predict more devastating storms, increased coastal and riverine inundation, more 

intense bushfires and extended periods of heat. Governments fund emergency 

response services to deal with business as usual. If the unusual occurs then ósurgeô  

is initiated, often in the shape of volunteers. With really big events inter-government 

agreements come into play, potentially using the Australian Defence Force.  

 

Australiaôs integrated emergency response system has never been truly stressed. 

Major catastrophes can be managed because they usually occur one at a time. 

If a number of catastrophes occurred at the same time the system would be severely 

stressed and could potentially fail. Climate change is the catalyst that could lead to 

concurrent major catastrophes.ò 

 
Excerpt from ñPREPARING FOR EXTREME WEATHERò, an essay written by Richard Williams 
Richard Williams is a Director of the Volunteering Queensland Board and was formerly head of Policy of 
Emergency Services QLD. His insights have helped to guide Green Cross Australiaôs strategy. (see 
http://www.greencrossaustralia.org/media/64938/preparing%20for%20extreme%20weather.pdf )  
 

http://www.greencrossaustralia.org/media/64938/preparing%20for%20extreme%20weather.pdf
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We also aim to reinvigorate a large base of skilled but ñdormantò volunteers by driving home the links 

between climate change, extreme weather, and Australiaôs urgent need for their contribution. Australians 

are extremely concerned about climate change but have not yet made the link to extreme weather and 

how they can help to build resilience by developing the skills and commitment that enable rapid response 

in severe events. 

 

Green Cross Australia is working closely with Emergency Services Queensland and Minister Neil Roberts 

and his Departmentôs leadership, the SES and the Red Cross have been extremely helpful as we shape 

our campaign.  

 

The following link http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRKsdgCzTgQ contains a short advertisement 

developed by a Year 10 rich media class at St Laurenceôs with pro bono support from Publicis Mojo. 

Channel Ten will run this ad nationally when the campaign is launched on the Nova radio network in early 

2009. 

 

Our commitment to build human capacity and community resilience to extreme weather events will guide 

Green Cross Australia activities for the next five years. 

 

 

An opportunity to rebuild green 

 

Queensland households generate on average 7 tonnes of greenhouse gases every year through 

household energy use (electricity, gas, LPG) alone.
3 Nationally, 23 per cent of Australiaôs greenhouse gas 

emissions are attributable to activities which produce emissions in the commercial and residential building 

sector.
4
 

 

 
 

 

The background paper for this review highlights the many information and cost barriers to take-up of 

energy efficiency investment opportunities in the case of industry and households. 

                                                 
3
 Source: Queensland Office of Energy. 

4
 Source: Australian Sustainable Built Environment Council (ASBEC) Climate Change Task Group (CCTG). 

According to the ABS, residential 

energy consumption is set to rise 

though the impact of an emissions 

trading scheme on electricity prices 

may temper some of this increase 

(these statistics are from 2005). 

 

 Electricity was the most widely used 

source of energy in Australian 

households in 2005. Just less than 

half (49%) of the energy consumed 

by households in 2003ï04 was from 

electricity. 

 

Energy efficiency is set to become a 

core federal Department of Climate 

Change priority in 2009. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRKsdgCzTgQ
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The most economically compelling time to install energy efficient and renewable energy products and 

technologies is during major rebuilding or new construction. Extreme weather events offer the potential to 

leverage existing construction investments to minimize extra costs, and offer hope to devastated 

communities that their choices can benefit future generations. Households in post-disaster situations 

already confront high transaction costs (dealing with insurers, government agencies, suppliers) and by 

introducing green building information and incentives into these interactions the overall and considerable 

cost of investigating green options can be minimized.  

 

Green Crossô Australiaôs aim is to catalyse Australiaôs vast and growing emergency volunteering base into 

climate change action by inspiring young people to join in and by working with these volunteers to help 

inspire communities to rebuild green in the aftermath of big weather events. We can only achieve this by 

fostering a range of deep partnerships with the community, business and government. 

 

Each severe weather tragedy can also offer hope: a unique, media focused, politically charged moment to 

mitigate by inspiring communities and businesses to rebuild green.  

 

For example, one two day flash flood in Townsville in1998 impacted on 5,600 homes, 500 buildings, 

1,250 cars, and 850 businesses. The insured cost of this single event was $69 million, at $15 million in 

costs were born by industry.
5
   

¶ What if Townsville had been rebuilt to include solar PV and hot water systems, insulation, dual 

glazing, wider eaves, more energy efficient appliances, energy efficient light bulbs everywhere 

etc.? What emissions would have been saved? 

¶ What if business partners from the do-it-yourself home building, renewable energy and 

construction industries could be encouraged to promote green rebuilding in a focused way which 

provides discounts and point of sale incentives? 

¶ What if general insurers provided incentives for rebuilding to occur in these devastated 

communities? 

¶ What if thousands of trusted emergency volunteers from the Red Cross, SES and Bushfire 

Brigade were inspired and empowered by Green Cross Australia and the Queensland 

Government to promote green rebuilding there and then ï at the same time as supporting 

communities to recover? 

¶ What if the power of the mainstream media combined with Internet access and tools to promote 

this vision? 

¶ What if a full suite of existing and new Queensland Government energy efficient and renewable 

energy rebates and incentives were offered to inspire communities to reduce the risk that their 

children suffer the same fate? 

With support from a US$2 million grant from the Bush/Clinton Katrina fund, and deep partnerships with 

local and State governments and the US Home Depot corporation (the equivalent of Bunnings), our US 

affiliate Global Green in on this path in New Orleans right now. 

 

                                                 
5 Source: EMA Disasters Database: 

http://www.ema.gov.au/ema/emadisasters.nsf/9d804be3fb07ff5cca256d1100189e22/b355cc8b5a73673dca256d3300057e25?OpenDocument  

http://www.ema.gov.au/ema/emadisasters.nsf/9d804be3fb07ff5cca256d1100189e22/b355cc8b5a73673dca256d3300057e25?OpenDocument
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This website http://www.globalgreen.org/bibg produced by our US affiliate Global Green contains rich 

resources about practical elements of rebuilding green. For example in the ñresource sectionò there are: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

This type of resource will underpin Green Cross Australiaôs Extreme Weather Heroes campaign and with 

funding support we will be in a position to prepare in advance of a major Australian cyclone or flood in 

order to maximize community engagement and mitigation opportunities.  

 

 

¶ A comprehensive national green 

materials/services vendor list 

includes hundreds of suppliers 

(http://www.globalgreen.org/docs/b

ibg/BIBG_Vendors_List_2008.10.1

6.pdf) including available and other 

options. 

¶ Product information and tips 

sheets for eight product/service 

areas ranging from appliances and 

insulation to windows and lighting 

¶ Videos with practical insights about 

product sizing and installation 


